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Different Medbook ePortfolio projects: 
https://www.medbook.be/EN
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PhD study in Uganda: Global Minds Short 
Research stay (August 2022)



ePortfolio Ethiopia for PhD students and 
supervisors
• PROBLEM

• Poor PhD supervision

• Poor monitoring of competency development

• AIM
• To improve the quality of PhD supervison

• To improve the quality of self-directed learning and competency monitoring

• HOW
• by developing and validating an ePortfolio for Ethiopia

• by sharing ePortfolio expertise and evidence

• by supervising a PhD student



What is an ePortfolio? 
The definition Scaffold ePortfolio_Ethiopia

The Scaffold ePortfolio is a digital, learner-centered tool that
documents, scaffolds, visualizes and proves PhD students’
continuous competency development during a PhD trajectory.

It facilitates and fosters the learning cycle of goal setting,
reflection, feedback and (self-)assessment, as well as the
interaction between all actors.

The ePortfolio optimally uses smart multimedia technology to
ensure an easy (=user-friendly), fast (= efficient), safe and
regulatory compliant usage.



Educational 
theory: 
Continuous & 
self-directed 
competency-
based learning 
model https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaY3KJX7YYk&re

l=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaY3KJX7YYk&rel=0

http://pub.maastrichtuniversity.nl/700fdd2c-b660-48cf-ad32-2a9f4effff95

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaY3KJX7YYk&rel=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaY3KJX7YYk&rel=0
http://pub.maastrichtuniversity.nl/700fdd2c-b660-48cf-ad32-2a9f4effff95


Can 
ePortfolios
scaffold 
competency
-based 
learning of 
students in 
low-income 
countries???



Donatilla Mukamana, Olive Tengera, Alice Muhayimana, Josephine Murekezi, 
Hilde De Grave, Mieke Embo

Project team: Rwanda-Belgium
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STUDENT’s VIEW



Supervisor’s view



SCAFFOLD design





PhD study in Ethiopia for PhD students

- Research-based

- PhD student will be a member of the SCAFFOLD research group

- Method: 

- Development and validation of the ePortfolio tool

- Development and validation of the PhD competency framework

- Development and validation of the curriculum blueprint

- Development of ePortfolio-based training

- Investigate policy, legal and ethical aspects: 1) Intellectual property, 2) 
privacy, 3) data protection, and 4) professional confidentiality.



User-centered design

- Bottom-up approach
- End-user = partner
- Design thinking
- Interviews, co-creation,…





Thank you!

Contact
martin.valcke@ugent.be
mieke.embo@ugent.be

https://www.sbo-scaffold.com/en

https://www.facebook.com/SBOScaffold/
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